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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E| This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-37 is/are pending in the application. 
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6) Q Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Art Unit: 3693 

DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-31 are drawn to a system and method for entering into foreign 
exchange transactions. 

II. Claims 32-34 are drawn to a system for revaluing multiple positions 
associated with multiple currencies. 

III. Claims 35-37 are drawn to a system for automatic hedging of foreign 
currency exposure. 

2. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Inventions I - IN are directed to related processes and systems involving currency 
exchange. The related inventions are distinct if the (1) the inventions as claimed are 
either not capable of use together or can have a materially different design, mode of 
operation, function, or effect; (2) the inventions do not overlap in scope, i.e., are 
mutually exclusive; and (3) the inventions as claimed are not obvious variants. See 
MPEP § 806.05(j). 

In the instant case, the inventions as claimed are directed toward distinct 
transactions involving multiple currencies. Namely, invention I involves evaluating trade 
orders by applying price factors to a foreign exchange rate to generate a deal price and 
determining whether to execute the trade based on the evaluation. Invention II involves 
revaluing multiple positions by applying received indicative rates to the values of the 
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multiple positions. Invention III is drawn toward automatically hedging foreign currency 
exposure by generating a hedging offer based on a recognized first offer for a security 
in a particular currency. Clearly, given the disparate transactions involved in each 
invention, the design, mode of operation, function, and effect of each invention would 
necessarily involve materially different designs, modes of operation, functions, and 
effects. 

Therefore, each of the inventions, as claimed, clearly involves materially different 
designs, modes of operation, functions, and effects. Furthermore, the inventions, as 
claimed, do not encompass overlapping subject matter and there is nothing of record to 
show them to be obvious variants. 

3. Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and there would be a serious burden on the examiner if restriction is not required 
because the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include (i) an election of a species or invention to be examined even though the 
requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1.143) and (ii) identification of the claims 
encompassing the elected invention. 

The election of an invention or species may be made with or without traverse. To 
reserve a right to petition, the election must be made with traverse. If the reply does not 
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distinctly and specifically point out supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the 
election shall be treated as an election without traverse. 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the inventions or species are not 
patentably distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of 
record showing the inventions or species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the 
record that this is the case. In either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions 
unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to J. Bradley Wright whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5872. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 8:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Kramer can be reached on (571) 272-6783. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



jbw 




